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mesentery, and large blood-vessels;” and also by his further allusion 
to the horrors of a death, after the injections, which, he remarks, 
“are too terrific for delineation, even by a Fuseli.” Are not the 
results above quoted, mainly the consequence of the presence of air 
in the blood-vessels? 

From a perusal of an interesting communication by Prof. Warren 
of Boston, illustrative of the appalling effects of such an accident on 
the system, as fully reported in the last No. of your Journal, and in 
the Boston Medical Magazine, we are still more of the opinion that 
our first impressions were correct. Air in the heart and blood-vessels, 
and sufficient in quantity to be perceived and noted in post obit ex¬ 
aminations! It certainly did not exist in a free state in the blood, 
nor could it have been absorbed by the liquor, and afterwards dis¬ 
engaged, and thus rendered free; the temperature 113° of Fah., at 
which it was injected, precludes the possibility of such a phenomenon. 
Whence came it then, but through the imperfections of the instru¬ 
ments employed? I allude not to the more recent, very ingenious 
arrangement, (the barometer tube, &c.) of M. Depeyre, of New 
York, and adopted by him to avoid the very terrific effects above de¬ 
scribed—an instrument admirably calculated to avoid the introduc¬ 
tion of air, and not otherwise objectionable than from the manifest 
inconvenience of its use, and want of portableness. 

Air being inadmissible to the blood-vessels, though in ever so small 
quantities, without imminent danger to life in a healthy state of the 
functions, how necessary must it be to exclude it altogether, in an 
operation intended for the relief of that state, where the vital and 
physical powers, (extremely prostrated and reacting tardily,) arc 
but feebly calculated to resist even present disease, much less that 
superinduced artificially by the very means put in requisition for 
effecting said relief. 

Our object in addressing you, i9 to communicate for insertion in 
your widely circulated journal, the plan of an instrument for venou? 
injections, which is deemed to be eminently calculated for general 
use, being safe, convenient, and portable; and if its publication, 
by eliciting attention to the subject, should in any degree subserve 
the purposes for which it was intended, the ends of the writer will 
have been fully attained. From the experiments which have been 
instituted by Latta, Craigie, and Mackintosh, abroad, and those 
more recently performed in this country, we cannot longer doubt the 
recuperative effects of proper and judicious venous injections in ag¬ 
gravated cases of asphyxiated cholera; nor will their use be limited, 
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it is conjectured exclusively to this diseases but may become even- 
tually a beneficial adjuvant in other 
diseases which, resisting the ordi¬ 
nary methods of treatment, would 
otherwise be abandoned to the powers 
of the fell destroyer. Annexed is J 
a plan of the apparatus proposed, 
which consists simply in the addi¬ 
tion of a silver inserting tube,* and 
tl glass air-chamber , to the “improv¬ 
ed domestic instrument of Maw,” 

(with which every practitioner and 
private family is, or ought to be 
supplied,) or to the more compli¬ 
cated stomach and injecting pumps 
of Read and others. 
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Providence , Sept. 15th, 1832. 
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